Neurological Urology Physiology of Micturition, Its Neurological Disorders and Sequela by Ernest Bors and A Estin Comarr pp xii+454 illustrated sFr/DM 90 £9 Basel &c.: S Karger 1971 Aided by over 2,000 references to the literature, the distinguished authors have produced what will be one of the most-thumbed volumes in the urological library. There will be praise in plenty, from which the following constructive criticisms will not detract.
The classification presented, while logical, overshadows the two basic types of neurogenic bladderthose without contractions and those without co-ordination and/or control (in lesions of or above the sacral reflex arc respectively). Furthermore, the inclusion ofa capacity/residuum standard seems unsatisfactory, as the acceptable volume of residual urine (one compatible with sterility and normal pyelograms) varies greatly from patient to patient.
The section on management shows an encouraging trend towards intermittent catheterization, the fine indwelling plastic catheter, and the early elimination of both by operations on the outlet. Unfortunately, the authors' practice is only starting to reflect the growing switch of emphasis from the bladder-neck to the external sphincter region, which may explain their high incidence of permanent catheterization. Their reference to 'structural contracture' of the external sphincter suggests a stricture rather than the spasticity or failure of relaxation found in suprasacral lesions, or the elasticity and distortion in sacral ones. Division of the external sphincter may be required in both basic types of neurogenic bladder, while bladder-neck resection is now reserved (apart from obstructive complications) for the bladder which cannot open up its own outlet.
Finally, the application of external sphincterotomy to incomplete and mixed lesions (especially myelodysplasia) may result in the relevant chapters being re-written. Once more, the proceedings of the annual meeting of this Association have been published with commendable speed. Dr J S Cameron and Dr C S Ogg have followed Professor D Kerr and Dr D Elliot as editors and have maintained the same high standard throughout the book. These proceedings provide a useful outlet for publications on both the technical advances in hlmodialysis, and on metabolic studies performed on patients undergoing long-term hmmodialysis. Although the Association covers both hmmodialysis and transplantation, the majority of papers are devoted to hmmodialysis, suggesting that the International Transplantation Society is providing a suitable forum for this aspect of nephrology.
Two sections may be of interest to clinicians not entirely involved in himodialysis and transplantations: Dr Linton and Dr Lawson have written a comprehensive review on antibiotic therapy in renal failure, dealing with fourteen groups of antibiotics, covering intermediatory metabolism, routes of excretion of end-products and determination of drug dosages; and, secondly, there is a statistical review of regular dialysis and renal transplantation in Europe, with calculation of survival rates for these two complementary methods of treating irreversible renal failure.
In conclusion, this book will be of interest to clinicians in renal units, and some of the papers will appeal to physicians in general. BARRY HULME Extracranial Occlusive Cerebrovascular Disease Diagnosis and Management by Edwin J Wylie MD FACS and William K Ehrenfeld MD FACS pp x+231 illustrated £5055 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1970 The authors describe the anatomy of the cerebral circulation, the pathophysiology of cerebrovascular disease and the neurological syndromes which follow disorder. They cover in general terms the clinical and arteriographic examination of the system, discuss surgical indications and contraindications, enumerate surgical techniques and describe the complications and results of surgery. A special chapter on ocular symptoms and signs has been contributed by Dr Hoyt and another on anesthesia and the control of cerebral circulation by Dr Larson.
The book gives a balanced view of the whole subject and conveys an impression of the way in which the authors have learned from experience: the facts and probabilities and their evaluation are unusually clearly stated, so that the reader can judge for himself a recommended course of action. The illustrations are exceptionally clear.
Two radiological points and one of general clinical importance invite comment. The angiographic technique favoured by the University of California Medical Center has, since September 1963, been some form of catheterization. The excellent quality of the reproductions of radiographs shows that in their hands the technique is a good one; nevertheless the condemnation of direct puncture and the preference for catheter-
